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CALENDAR 

EVENTS 
 

MARCH 2 

4TH GRADE PRO-

GRAM 7:00 
 

MARCH 5 

NO SCHOOL PREK-6 

PLANNING DAY 
 

MARCH 11 

IN-SERVICE 1:00 DIS-

MISSAL PREK-6 P/T 

CONFERENCES 1:00-

8:00 
 

MARCH 12 

NO SCHOOL 

SPRING BREAK 
 

MARCH 20 

COPACABANA 
 

MARCH 26 

PTA FUN NIGHT @ 47 

BUILDING 6:00-9:00 
 

MARCH 30 

KINDERGARTEN 

ROUND UP PARENT 

MEETING 6:00 
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Thoughts of a Superintendent 
From the Desk of Fred Helmink 

How many times have you had a job to do 

and it seemed impossible that you would 

complete or accomplish it all by yourself?  

Although there are some tasks that are indi-

vidual in nature, most require a team effort 

and are actually made easier when two or 

more are working toward a common goal. 

A winter sport that is always of a favorite 

of fans during the winter Olympics is the 

sport of pairs skating.  Watching a male and 

female ice skate in perfect unison is a mag-

nificent sight.  Much hard work and practice 

goes in to perfecting such a routine.  At the 

heart of any successful skating team is a com-

mon purpose.  Both skaters must want to ex-

cel and both skaters must know exactly what 

is expected of each of them.  When both skat-

ers do their respective jobs, the team is the 

benefactor. 

It is the same for members of a family.  

Parents can teach their children the value of 

teamwork in many ways and tuning in to the 

needs and interests of other family members 

is the foundation for building a team climate 

in the home.  When kids feel valued by fam-

ily members, they feel motivated to be con-

tributing team players.  Don’t let the opportu-

nity pass you by.  Much more can be accom-

plished and your rewards will be greater if 

you work with others as a member of a team. 



ANNUAL REPORT CARD 
 

In this newsletter and in next month’s edition, I will be sharing with you highlights 

of our 2009 Annual Report Card.  Included will be demographic information about 

our District, results of both norm-referenced and standardized tests, financial data, 

new programs initiated, and accomplishments of students and staff.  Part I of the 

information I would like to share deals with the demographics of our district. 
 

Part I – Demographic Information:  The Fairbury School District is a school sys-

tem of approximately 900 students with a Pre-K through 2nd grade building; a 3-6th 

grade building; and a 7-12th grade building; all located in the city of Fairbury.  

Fairbury is a rural community that was founded in 1869 and has a population of 

4,335.  It is the county seat of Jefferson County and the district includes communi-

ties of Endicott, Gladstone, Jansen and Reynolds. 

 Enrollment Total Central Jefferson Jr/Sr High Pre-School 

2004-2005 952 213 191 519 29 

2005-2006 925 179 241 474 31 

2006-2007 907 170 245 447 45 

2007-2008 945 199 232 441 50 

2008-2009 907 212 239 407 49 

2009-2010 902 212 254 381 55 

Although the enrollment of the Fairbury School District has declined during our 

recent history, it appears that our school population is leveling and our district en-

rollment will remain around the 900 figure for several years.  The student popula-

tion is composed of approximately 96 percent of white ethnicity while the remain-

ing 4 percent is a mixture of Black, Hispanic, and Asian races and American Indian.  

The number of students qualifying for free and reduced meals is approximately 46 

percent, which is 8 percent higher than the state average.  The district also has a 

23.9% special needs population which is nearly 9% higher than the state average.  

In spite of our challenges in these areas, Fairbury schools have attendance and 

graduation rates of 96.5% and 96% and both of these are higher than the state aver-

ages of 94.8% and 89.7%.   

Student Demographic Information: 

% of Students 

Free/
RedMeals 

SPED 
Serv. 

Atten.  
Rate Grad. Rate 

2004-2005 40.6% 17.7% 95.7% 96.15% 

2005-2006 39.3% 17.9% 95.9% 94.12% 

2006-2007 38.3% 19.7% 95.2% 94.44% 

2007-2008 42.5% 21.6% 95.1% 94.44% 

2008-2009 46.3% 23.9% 96.5% 95.95% 

The Fairbury School District has had a longstanding reputation of attracting and 

maintaining excellent teachers.  The average number of years’ experience of the 75  



professional staff members employed is slightly more than sixteen years and of 

those years, nearly twelve have been as employees of the Fairbury District.  The 

reason this number has been declining in recent years is that during the past several 

years we have had at least two retirees each year who have taught in the district 

over twenty-five years.  Fifty-seven percent of the teachers employed have Masters 

Degrees in the subject area they teach and this is nearly 20 percent higher than the 

state average.  Staff members also attend numerous professional development 

workshops dealing with curriculum, standards, assessment, and technology and are 

well-prepared to help our students succeed.  Below is a chart which includes ex-

perience and preparation level of the Fairbury staff. 

Professional 
Staff 

Av. Yrs Ex-
perience 

Yrs Exp in 
Fairbury 

% with 
Masters 

% with Hrs 
+Bachelors 

2003-2004 17.93 15.40 58.6% 95% 

2004-2005 18.51 15.77 57.4% 95% 

2005-2006 17.87 15.01 52.2% 95% 

2006-2007 16.80 14.20 53.6% 95% 

2007-2008 15.87 13.31 54.3% 95% 

2008-2009 16.24 11.79 56.9% 95% 

This concludes part one of the Fairbury School District’s “Annual Report Card”.  In 

next month’s newsletter, I will share some of the data that has been collected with 

regard to standards and assessments, as well as programs that have been initiated to 

help all students in our district be successful.  I hope you will take the time to read 

this important information.  Thanks to all the supportive patrons of our district! 

GIVE THE GIFT OF READING PANCAKE SUPPER PLANNEDGIVE THE GIFT OF READING PANCAKE SUPPER PLANNED  
  

Support your local Kiwanis Club in their goal to provide each child at Central Elemen-

tary and Jefferson Intermediate Schools with brand new books!   

An “All You Can Eat” Pancake Supper is planned for Monday, March 1st from 5:00 p.m. 

to 7:30 p.m. at Central Elementary School. Please note that handicapped accessible 

parking is available on the East side of the school building. 

Admission to the Pancake Supper is $5.00 per person.  Children 10 and under EAT 

FREE!  Each paid $5.00 admission purchases a book for one child (PreK – 6th Grade).   

This celebration is being held in conjunction with the 12th An-

niversary of the NEA’s (National Education Association) “Read 

Across America” event that celebrates reading, as well as recog-

nizes the birthday of Dr. Seuss.  Event activities will include ce-

lebrity guest readers and photo opportunities with the “Cat in 

the Hat” as well as “Thing One and Thing Two!” 

   Make plans now to join your friends and neighbors in sup-

port of the Fairbury Kiwanis as they GIVE THE GIFT OF READ-

ING!  



IMPORTANT NOTICE  

REGARDING SCHOOL DAY TIME ADJUSTMENTS 
 

With this year’s unseasonably cold and snowy winter weather, our school district 

has now experienced eight snow-related dismissals resulting in over 36 hours of lost 

instructional time.  Although our school calendar typically includes sufficient time 

in session to meet the state instructional hour requirements, this year’s weather has 

proven to be somewhat of a challenge. 
 

In the Fairbury Public Schools, each of our three attendance centers has a school-

day schedule that is slightly off-set to facilitate the transition of buses between 

buildings before and after school.  This ultimately results in slightly reduced in-

structional hour totals for the elementary schools, particularly Central. 
 

To date, our students at Central will be short of the state instructional hour require-

ments without modification to our existing school calendar and school-day sched-

ule.  With careful consideration of families’ schedules, student activities and the 

most effective use of instructional time, the following adjustments have been 

planned: 
 

Modified Central Elementary Dismissal Schedule 

Beginning March 1st and concluding April 22nd an additional 30 minutes will 

be added to the end of each school day for students at Central Elementary 

School. 

Regular Dismissal will be at 3:45 p.m. (instead of 3:15 p.m.) 

Dismissal on Thursday, March 11th (Parent-Teacher Conferences) will be at 

1:10 p.m. (instead of 12:40 p.m.) 

School buses will begin picking students up at Jefferson (3:25) then will move 

to the Jr/Sr High School (3:35) before coming to load at Central (3:45) each 

day.  After Central, buses will not return to the other schools.  Students who 

typically ride the bus from Central to another school to meet a sibling will 

need to make other arrangements (e.g., Students at Jefferson and the High 

School may ride the bus to meet a younger sibling at Central.). 
 

April 5th  

Originally no school for the last day of Spring Break 

All students at Central, Jefferson and the Jr/Sr High School will have school 

this date. 
 

April 22nd  

Originally no school for Elementary Planning Day with an Early Dismissal for 

7-12 Teacher In-service 

All elementary students at Central and Jefferson will have a full-day of school 

this date.  

Early Dismissal for 7-12 students only (District Music) 

Step Ahead Preschool Adjustment 

All Preschool Sessions will meet on April 5th and April 22nd. 



Afternoon Step Ahead sessions will dismiss at 3:45 p.m. (not 3:15). 

Additional time will be made up later in the spring when the preschool ses-

sions schedule their annual full-day field trip experiences.   
 

Next Step Kindergarten Adjustment 

Next Step students will have class on April 5th and April 22nd. 

No additional scheduling changes are necessary at this time. 
 

Any additional loss of instructional time (snow days/late starts/early dismissals) will 

require additional school days to be added at the end of the year for ALL PreK-12 

students. 

PARENTAL HELP REQUESTED ON ABSENCES 
By Jeff Vetter, High School Principal 

 

With the coming of spring it seems as if the number of activities only increases at 

Fairbury Jr-Sr High School.  Along with all of those activities, we see increased stu-

dent absences.  Obviously, we are aware of those students who are gone because of 

an activity related trip.  But we need to remind parents and students that anytime you 

miss school, whether it is due to illness, doctor appointments, family trips, etc., we 

need to be informed about the absence and be able to confirm the legitimacy of it. 

As a matter of policy, if we have a student who is reported as absent and we 

haven’t heard from the parent that day concerning the absence, we will try to contact 

a parent to verify the reason for the absence.  If we are unable to reach a parent and 

the student does not bring in a note or have a parent call us within 3 school days of 

the absence, we mark that absence as being unexcused.   Unexcused absences can be 

very detrimental to a student. 

The policy involving unexcused absences states that the student will receive a 

zero for any work missed while unexcused.  This can have serious consequences on 

a student’s overall grade.  In addition, an unexcused absence generally requires the 

student to make up double the time missed.    To help parents and students when an 

unexcused grade has been recorded for a student, we will send out a reminder letter 

noting that you need to send a note or call the school to verify the reason for the ab-

sence. 

It is also important for parents to understand that the determination as to whether 

or not an absence will be excused or not is a decision the principal will make based 

on a number of factors.  A parent can take their student out of school for any reason 

they wish, but that doesn’t necessarily mean that it will be considered an excused 

absence, so it’s important to check ahead of time.  The nature of the absence will 

come into play.  For example, taking a student out of school to do something that 

could just as easily be done after school hours or on the weekend will generally be 

considered as an unexcused absence.   Students may want to attend a school activity 

such as a state tournament.  If that student is in good academic standing, it would 

probably be considered excused if requested ahead of time by the parent, while a 

student who is failing a class will most likely not be excused to attend that same 

tournament. 

Help us make sure your son or daughter’s absence is properly classified.  As the 

saying goes, communication is the key! 



HIPPEN’S HEADLINES  

FROM JEFFERSON INTERMEDIATE 
 

MCDONALDS/TEACHER NIGHT 
Teachers from Jefferson Intermediate School will be working at McDonalds on 

Tuesday, March 16th from 5:00 – 8:00 PM.  Please come out and enjoy an evening 

meal at McDonalds to support Jefferson Intermediate.  A percentage of sales from 

this night will be donated to the school. 

DARE 
5th and 6th grade students from Jefferson Intermediate have started the DARE (Drug 

Abuse Resistance Education) program this semester.  A police officer from the local 

police department visits Jefferson weekly two days a week.  Students learn about a 

variety of issues related to drugs including drug awareness, the dangers of using 

drugs and drug prevention. 

SAVE THE DATE 
Mark this date on your calendars.  Tuesday, March 2nd, the 4th grade students from 

Jefferson Intermediate School will be performing their yearly musical in the Burk-

ley Fine Arts Center at the JR/SR High School at 7:00 p.m.. 

FUN NIGHT Around the Corner 
The PTA’s annual FUN NIGHT is almost here!  All Fairbury children and 
families are invited to attend this year’s FUN NIGHT celebration Friday, 
March 26 th  from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. at the ’47 Gym.  Carnival-type games will 
begin at 6:00 p.m. and tickets will be sold until 8:00 p.m.  Ticket prices for the 
games are four (4) for $1.00.  Lots of delicious food will be served from 6:00 to 
8:00 p.m.  NEW THIS YEAR – Make plans to enter your name in drawings to 
win one of several Adventure Packages, as well as a chance to win Husker 
Football Tickets and a framed print of the 300 th  Consecutive Sellout!!  
 

Come join us for FUN NIGHT on March 26 th !  Participation in our annual 
night of fun and games is not only entertaining, but also supports the contin-
ued efforts of the Fairbury PTA to provide quality enrichment programs and 
experiences for children in our schools.  We look forward to seeing you there!  

KINDERGARTEN AND FIRST GRADE  

MUSIC PROGRAMS ANNOUNCED 
Avast and shiver me timbers! Pirates have taken over the school – but what sort of 

treasure are they looking for?  Come see  “A Pirate Adventure!”  with the Central 

Kindergarten classes to find out!    The programs will be held as follows:  Mrs. 

Bedlan’s class – Monday, March 22nd; Mrs. Maschmann’s class – Tuesday,  

March 23rd; and Mrs. Schweer’s class – Wednesday,  March 24th.  The programs 

will be held in the cafeteria/gymnasium  at Central at 3:00 p.m. with refreshments 

to follow!   Don’t miss it or ye may walk the plank! 
 

Remember the story of the tortoise and the hare?  The lion and the mouse?  These 

stories and more are part of the first grade program “Aesop’s Fables Deluxe” to be 

held at Central Elementary on Thursday, March 18th  (Mrs. Roelfs’ and Miss 

Bohlken’s classes) and Friday, March 19th (Mrs. Parde’s and Mrs. Lucking’s  



SPORTSMANSHIPé.TOO LITTLE, TOO LATE? 
Kevin Simmerman, Assistant Principal/Activities Director 

 

I have been directly involved in extra-curricular activities (sports) for a better part 

of my life as a student-athlete, coach, official and now athletic director.  I am ex-

tremely passionate about opportunities that extra-curricular activities can provide 

for everyone involved.  The life lessons that can be learned by participating in extra-

curricular activities are priceless.  Life lessons such as dealing with heartbreak, 

learning to be humble, building friendships, learning to be respectful and to be a 

good sport can’t be learned in other parts of the educational system.  There are 

many other lessons that can be learned by participating in extra-curricular activities, 

but the lesson that I want to draw attention to now is SPORTSMANSHIP.  At NO 

time in my life have I been worried more about sportsmanship as much as I am 

now.   We are talking about a GAME that is played by kids from ages 8 through 19.  

“A GAME is a structured activity, usually undertaken for enjoyment and sometimes 

used as an educational tool.” Wikipedia, 2010.  “Something played for fun: an activ-

ity that people participate in, together or on their own, for fun.” Encarta World Eng-

lish Dictionary, 2010.  I get to hire officials to come to Fairbury and act as a third 

party so our students are able to participate in a game.  It is getting harder and 

harder to find quality officials that want to officiate in Fairbury.  These officials 

take part in training sessions, rules meetings and must take (and pass) a test in order 

to be certified in Nebraska.  These people are here to help our students and I hon-

estly believe that they do the best job that they can to call a fair game.  The officials 

are not here to be abused by overzealous parents or fans.  I have attended many 

events this year and I get to observe people being abusive to other people.  I have 

heard the “F-word” used at games by adults.  The comments about how worthless 

an official, player or coach is at that game.  Does this have to happen?  What does 

this teach our students and kids?  Are we providing an excuse for why we may have 

lost the game?  What ever happened to cheering at an athletic event?   I really feel 

that surrounding a team with a positive atmosphere will be more productive than 

showing a negative attitude.  I am currently in my fifth year as the activities director 

at Fairbury Jr-Sr High School.  There is one single event that I am most proud of 

and that is our school winning the 2007 girls state basketball tournament sportsman-

ship award.  This trophy or award recognized what we can do together as a school.  

Our school consists of students, staff, parents and community members.  EVERY-

ONE had a part in helping our school to be recognized in 2007.  SPORTSMAN-

SHIP is a JOURNEY, NOT a DESTINATION!!!!  It is not too late to become a bet-

ter player, a better parent or a better fan. 

classes).  The programs will be held in the cafeteria/gymnasium at Central at 3:00 

p.m. with refreshments to follow.  Come enjoy the first graders’  interpretation of 

Aesop’s Fables – and you might even learn a lesson or two! 



YEE HAH!!!! 
KINDERGARTEN ROUNDUP IS HERE 
 

An informational meeting for parents/guardians of 

children who are eligible to attend Kindergarten during 

the 2010 - 2011 school year will be held at Central Ele-

mentary School on Tuesday, March 30th, beginning at 

6:00 p.m.  For entrance into Kindergarten, a child must 

turn 5 years of age on or before October 15th of the 

school year in which he/she enters Kindergarten. 

 The informational meeting on Tuesday, March 30th, 

is for parents/guardians only.  However, complimentary 

childcare will be available at the school during the par-

ent meeting.  Information will be shared regarding the 

Kindergarten program and schedule, school readiness, 

registration procedures, immunization requirements 

and Kindergarten physical, dental and vision exam re-

quirements. 

 New Kindergarten students will be invited to attend 

this year’s Kindergarten Roundup to be held at Central Ele-

mentary on Thursday, April 1st, from 9:00 to 11:30 

a.m.  Students will have an opportunity to participate in some 

realistic Kindergarten experiences including writing, listening 

and sharing activities; math and science learning centers; mu-

sic and movement; and school lunch in the cafeteria. 

 Any parent/guardian of a child who is eligible for entrance 

into Kindergarten for the 2010 - 2011 school year, should please call the Central 

Elementary school office at (402) 729-2418 by Friday, March 19th, to regis-

ter.  Please be prepared to provide your child’s name, birth date, parents/ guardi-

ans’ names, telephone number and mailing address. 
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JR HIGH STUDENTS PEFORM BEAUTY AND THE BEAST 
 

"Far off places, daring sword fights, magic spells, a 

prince in disguise!"  The way Belle describes her fa-

vorite book is what you can come experience this 

spring.  On Monday and Tuesday, March 8th and 

9th, Fairbury Junior High vocal students will per-

form Disney's Beauty and the Beast, JR.  Both per-

formances begin at 7:00 pm in the Burkley Fine 

Arts Center.  The story is quite similar to the movie and Broadway 

musical, just shortened and rearranged for younger voices.  Tickets 

are only $2 for a student and $3 for an adult.  We cannot wait to 

see you there! 


