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Thoughts of a Superintendent

C‘E%%;%gl{ g From the Desk of Fred Helmink

i, =} More and more people are talking about the
@ OCTOBER 16 @ American economy. Most agree it needs a
=2 FULL DAY (ERROR IN @’ jump start to get going again. The same
sl YELLOW CALENDAR) 8 might be said for what was needed in the

=Y OCTOBER 20

YEND OF FIRST QUARTER
E{PREK-6 P/T CONFER-

Y ENCES 4:00-8:00

@" Fairbury district just a few short years ago.
@’ Many were negative about our school and
@» community and our future, according to
2] them, did not look bright. We needed a jump
@ start and with the help of our administrators,
t eachers, and staff

OCTOBER 22 e running at full strength ever since.
o 1:00 DISMISSAL IN- 2 Negative attitudes around the Fairbury Pub-
@’ SERVICE @’ lic Schools are becoming a rarity. People are

=Y PREK-6 P/T CONFER-
Y ENCES 1:00-8:00

Y reaching out to each other as never before.
=¥ No, the bottom line in our district is not the
a @ dollar signs that you might expect. It is
@ OCTOBER 23 @’ measured in terms of student success. People
#8 NO SCHOOL FALL BREAK @l in our district have heard the talk and are
@’ g now walking the walk to create a positive
EYNOVEMBER 6 d climate conducive to learning and personal
Y 1:00 DISMISSAL IN- Y growth.

Y SERVICE »Y If you are new to the district or have just
@, @, not taken the time to know much about what
NOVEMBER7 makes this a great
el FROST FROLIC 8 mention just a few things and provide you
@ @’ with some data that reinforces my opinion.
=y 'm certain you wi l
“Ybury School s i s a

=“YNOVEMBER 9
YN0 SCHOOL PREK-6
=\ PLANNING DAY

XYY Y Y IYYYyY
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Thoughts of a Superintendent, continued from page 1

1. The school and community recently celebrated the opening of the new Fairbury
athletic complex by honoring those who had donated to the project during half-
time of the first Jeffs’ football victory at the new
been raised for the complex which will host home football games and track
meets in the future.

2. The results of the Nebraska State Report Card lists Fairbury as having exem-
plary district assessments at all levels with 93% or higher of all students being
proficient in reading, math and science. These results are in spite of challenging
demographics (higher than state average of students who are eligible for free or
reduced lunches and a special needs population of nearly 24%.)

3. The four-classroom addition to Central Elementary School was completed this
fall and the 6,500 square feet project was paid for by $800,000 from the build-
ing and qualified capital purpose funds with no bonds being necessary.

4. The Fairbury School District has been recognized as a state leader in the school
improvement process both in our Southeast Nebraska region and across the
state. Our efforts toward continuous improvement through a focus on data-
informed decision making, as well as active engagement by all stakeholders
(e.g., students, teachers, parents, community members), has been ap-
plauded. Our teacher leadership within the school improvement process has
been showcased at regional and state conferences, resulting in frequent contacts
from other schools seeking to learn more about how they might replicate our
efforts. Student learning, progress over time and high-quality instruction con-
tinue to be priority goals in the Fairbury Public Schools.

5. The district purchased the National Guard Armory facility and grounds through
a closed bid process in July and the facilities will continue to be utilized for
physical education, the LIFE Skills program, and other classroom space as
needed. The other guard facilities will be utilized for small vehicles and storage
which is always in great demand.

6. The Fairbury Board of Education was recently recognized as one of the ten out-
standing boards by the Nebraska Association of School Boards. This was the
sixth consecutive year that board of education received this award. In addition,
Richard Zimmerman, one of the Fairbury School Board Members, was selected
as President-Elect of the Nebraska Association of School Boards and will be
assuming the Presi d2Ind4cHodyeat.ol e during the 2010

7. The nationally recognized TeamMates mentoring program was initiated during
the 2008-2009 school year and the local chapter now has approximately a dozen
mentors who volunteer their time to serve as a positive role model for youth in
our community.

8. The Fairbury School District remains a leader in the area of technology and
each classroom is equipped with multiple student work stations, a teacher com-
puter connected to a projector, and outstanding software programs to enhance
curricul um. Many of the classrooms also utilize the
have interactive “smartboards in place of the retire

9. Student attendance and graduation rates are much higher than the state and na-
tional averages (nearly 96% for both) with approximately 80% of our graduates



entering college to pursue a two or four-year degree.

10. The general tax fund levy was reduced to $0.95 and the overall levy fell to a

thirty-year low of $1.05 per hundred dollars of valuation.

DO UNTO OTHERS!

(In honor of Richard Zimmerman, Semi-Retired
Dairy Farmer and Fairbury School Board Member)

A dairy farmer made one of his infrequent visits to the city to buy an automo-
bile. It was a long drive for the farmer, but he was excited to get a car he had
negotiated for over the phone.

When he got to the big city and went to pay for the car, he was surprised when
the price had suddenly gone up $700 from what the salesman had quoted to him
over the phone. Reluctantly, the farmer proceeded with the purchase because he
simply did not have time to quarrel or shop around.

During the closing, the salesman remarked that he had a small acreage in the
country. It was a get-away for him when he was tired of the stresses of work.
He asked the farmer if he had a cow he could sell him. He told the farmer he

thought it would be “neat” to hay
The farmer grinned and said, “Sur
hundred and fifty dollars.” The

be out that weekend to pick up the cow. When he arrived and took possession
of the cow, however, he was handed a bill for $1,453.00. He objected until he
was handed the bill. He then grinned and handed over a check. The bill stated:

Basic Cow $750.00 $$$$$§
Two-tone exterior 45.00 B B
Extra Stomach 75.00 B B
Product storing compartment  60.00 % %
Straw chopper 120.00 &5 <&
Four spigots @ 10.00 ea. 40.00 B B
Cowhide upholstery 125.00 B B

B B
Dual horns 15.00 s s
Automatic fly swatter 38.00 <« <&
Fertilizer attachment 185.00 B » . B

BBBESBBBBBBBBBB

TOTAL = $1,453.00
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FAIRBURY PUBLIC SCHOOLS THANK YOU!

On Friday, September 18, 2009, Fairbury Public Schools dedicated

their new $1.4 Million Athletic Complex before a near capacity
crowd of approximately 1,300 fans. It was a fantastic evening for
everyone as those who donated were recognized with major donors
participating in a half  -time ceremony on the field. The complex be-
came a reality because a few people in the Fairbury district dared to
dream. The result is a magnificent complex that will benefit the
student -athletes of Fairbury schools for generations to come. Go
Jeffs and thank you all once again!

POSITIVE SUPPORT

Kevin Simmerman, Assistant Principal/Activities Director

I took some time recently to reflect back on the last couple of months and specifically
the direction that we are headed in regards to extra-curricular activities. We had an out-
standing speaker at the booster bash in August that hit on a lot of good points of interest
when we deal with athletics, athletes and parents. 1 know people get tired of hearing
this information but I feel that it is extremely important to understand that activities are
such a small part of our lives and we need to take everything out of it that we can and
use it in a positive nature. When we deal with high school activities we are dealing with
students who are between the ages of 14 and 18 years old. Students at this age feel a lot
of pressure about many things in their lives, including sports. How do we help our kids
deal with the pressures that they are feeling in sports/activities? Do we interact with
them in a way that creates more pressure, or do we take a step back and encourage our
kids to keep trying hard and that we are proud of them no matter what happens with the
outcome of “the game”.



Kids need the SUPPORT of their parents. They do not need their parents giving
them excuses as to why things are the way they are. Kids need to hear that their par-
ents SUPPORT the entire team, from
pl ayers that come off of the bench
the game and be at as many games as possible and encourage your child no matter
what their role is on the team.

We need to be able to work together to be successful. Our coaches and players have
developed goals for their seasons and it will take everyone (coaches, players and par-
ents) to be unselfish and work towards those goals. It will take EVERYONE to make a
team successful, but it can take only ONE to tear a team apart. What team do you want
to be a part of?

State Test Results Positive for Fairbury Public Schools
By Jeff Vetter, Fairbury Jr-Sr High Principal

Fairbury Public Schools has received very positive scores in the most recent round of
state testing results. These results were published in the Lincoln Journal Star in the
October 6™ edition, along with a number of other Southeast Nebraska school districts.
The results reflected in the Lincoln Journal Star article were for reading, math, and
science scores based on the state standards at the required grade levels of 4", 8", and
11™ grades.

Ninety-three percent or more of our students in each grade level, and on each of the
three content areas, met or exceeded the proficient level.  The state standards reflect
mastery of content that has been deemed necessary for all students to understand.
These standards were developed by teachers throughout our region working collabora-
tively with one another in their specific content areas.

As we move forward, the standards, as we now know them, will be replaced by a
statewide test that will most likely reflect similar content. It is important to remember
that comparing one school to another may be like comparing apples to oranges due to a
number of factors. The demographics of the school population can certainly be a key
factor in the outcome of the overall scores, as well as, the total percentage of students
tested.  Although there is always more work to be done, it is encouraging to see so
many of our students scoring at or above the proficient level in these key areas.

The state-wide writing assessment from last year was also very positive for Fairbury
students, again in the 4™ 8™ and 11" grades. Those are the grades that are required to
be reported to the state. This test is given each February and involves the students be-
ing given a “prompt
scored. ™ dradess had neaelya76% of thedr students meet the proficient
level while the 8" grade had 90%, and the 11™ grade had 92% of their students score at
the proficient level. It is important to note that although the 4™ grade scores are not as
high as those at the 8" and 11" grade level, that grade level has raised their scores by
nearly 17% since we began doing a state-wide writing test as compared to 2.3%
and .73% respectively for the 8" and 11™ grade students.

Testing will remain a mainstay of our educational system at the local, state, and na-
tional level and those results are important, however, those tests reflect where a student
is at that one particular point in time. I think it is important to note that education is a
lifelong process, and that we will continue to educate our students in many positive
ways that can never be reflected only by test scores at any level.
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October 5™ i 9™ is National Fire Prevention Week
October 19™ i 23" is National School Bus Safety Week

MEASURES OF ACADEMIC PROGRESS (MAP)

During the period of September 28 through October 9, most students in the Fairbury
Public Schools participated in a series of tests called Measures of Academic Pro-

gress™ ( MAP) . We give students MAP

and to measure academic growth throughout the school year, and from year to year
in the areas of Reading, Language and Mathematics. Students took the MAP tests
using a computer.

MAP tests are unique in that they
ing. As a result, each student has the same opportunity to succeed and maintain a
positive attitude toward testing. And with MAP tests, we can administer shorter
tests and use less class time while still receiving detailed, accurate information
about student’s growt h.

Each school year, students in grades 2™ through 9™ and 11" take the tests during the
periods of September/October, December/January and April/May. Following each
testing period, parents receive a
in MAP testing is required for all students in the designated grade levels to ensure
school district compliance with Nebraska state statute requiring administration of
standardized, norm-referenced assessments for school-age students.

For more information on resources for parents, please download the complimentary
NWEA Parent Toolkit document at http://legacysupport.nwea.org/support/
details.aspx?content=930.

5" Grade Musical

t,  Are you ready to rock? Come and celebrate how rock and roll
, ¢ began with some of the biggest stars ever to assemble in your
=t ¢l assroom. From Elvis “th

adapt

report

e Ki

T &%, Brown, to the Beach Boys and The Beatles, and many more, we
;g#’)ﬁ‘f?ﬂ; guarantee you’'ll want to swoon
= L) rock and roll is here to stay.

This unique musical is packed with rock and roll history and fun

facts, and features an original theme song and 5 rock and roll hits in s
kid-friendly arrangements. Please come out for a fun filled evening j:/;‘

of music and laughter. The Jefferson 5™ grade musical is scheduled « z- ‘f? / ‘L;::j
for Tuesday, October 27", 2009 at the Burkley Fine Arts Center lo- / ‘f’zx!'ﬂ?

<

cated at the Jr. — Sr. High School. The performance is set to begin at - W0
7:00 PM. We hope to see you there! -
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amazing! We are currently able to send home 74 backpacks, each filled
with 3-4 family meals, each week with students. This effort goes a long
ways towards meeting the need within our community to provide support
for hungry children and their families.

Our most recent Meal Pack Event was hosted by Region V Services and was
supported through volunteer efforts of adults and children representing the
Fairbury Optimist Club, the Rocky Road 4H Club, and the Fairbury High
School FBLA (Future Business Leaders of America) student organization.
Way to go!!

Even with this significant financial and volunteer support, there are still
children on the waiting list to receive a weekly food backpack through the
program. If interested in sponsoring a backpack ($200/per school year) or
volunteering for a Meal Pack Event, please contact Jeremy Christiansen
(729-2418) or Jason Hippen (729%041) to learn more! Thank you, Fair-
bury!!!

Elementary Parent-Teacher Conferences
October 20™ and October 22"

First quarter parent-teacher conferences for elementary students in PreK through 6™
Grade attending Central Elementary and Jefferson Intermediate Schools will be held
Tuesday, October 20™ and Thursday, October 22™. Conference times and schedul-
ing information have been sent home with all elementary students. The Fairbury
PTA will also be sponsoring a Scholastic Book Fair to benefit home, classroom and
our school libraries. The Book Fair is open to the public Tuesday, October 20™
(4:00-8:00 p.m.) and Thursday, October 22™ (1:00-8:00 p.m.).

WEATHER-RELATED SCHOOL CLOSING

Yes! ltds earl yébut you never can predict the weather
In the event that school will be closed due to inclement weather, information will be
broadcast on television station KOLN/KGIN (Channels 10 and 11), as well as on
radio station KGMT (1310 AM)/KUTT (99.5 FM) in Fairbury. In the event that

school wi || have a “two hour | ate start” due to inclem
be broadcast in the same manner. The Step Ahead Preschool will not hold morning
(AM) classes when a “late start?” i's necessary. Regul a

and bus transportation will adjust and run accordingly. Please do not call school
personnel when there is no closing announcement broadcast on television or radio.




"'School Beacon" dddddddtsss

Messaging Service Used by € . A

. . = £ =3 =L

Fairbury Public Schools = 9§ 5 =¥ 3

. . . A %

If you signed up for the Fairbury Public Schools mes- &| § , * £ 35 =

saging service last year, you were immediately noti- s 5 £e =

fied when school was called off due to the weather. & =

During the current school year, students and parents =& =

will be notified for such things as activity schedule -% i = -%

changes, a bus getting home late from a school activ- =€ 5 = o K

ity, and reminders about various school events. = % g W

B O B

We encourage all parents to sign up for this great noti- '% 9 8 e '%

. . . . N Z o

fication service, which can be done through a voice % O @ =5 >

i ® 2 2 = =

message on your cell or home phone, an e-mail, text ¢ x © = % >

message, or all of the above. When you sign up, you '% 2 % 8 @ '%

determine which type of messages you want to receive % E E % = '%

and how you want to receive them. The "Jeffs Red 2 D25 = %

Alert" system will instantly send the messages to via % RN %

the methods you choose. The service will help Fair- & < § < &

bury Schools communicate information in a more 2 2 = = = = = = = = =

timely fashion. Information on how to sign up for —— =~ =~ = *» *» 7 *» *» *~
A

"School Beacon" can be found on the school web site: \ \)
www.fairburyjeffs.org. Below you will also see a

short explanation of how tosignup. SCHOOL BEACON

If you have already signed up, the service will con-
tinue. You can always update numbers and methods
of service delivery. If you would like to be removed from our notification list,
please contact Fred Helmink, Superintendent by email thelmink@fairburyjeffs.org.

/:_Z\

To sign up for text message notification on your cell phone, please enter your
name and mobile number where indicated. If you wish to receive a voice alert
in addition to a text alert a t the same mobile number, pl ease check AA
Voice Call so.

To sign up for voice alert notification only, and not text messaging, please en-
ter your name and the phone number(s) in the Home and/or Office field. You
will also need to enter an e-mail address to receive the necessary authorization
code.

To sign up for e-mail notification only, enter your name and valid e-mail ad-
dress in the space provided.

After you choose your method(s) of notification, please select the message
groups from which you wish to receive messages and click the CONTINUE
button.

You will immediately be sent an e-mail or text message and will need to complete
signing up for the messaging service as soon as you get this message. If this is not
done, you will need to begin the process from the first step. The entire process will
only take a few minutes of your time. Sign up today.


http://www.fairburyjeffs.org/

